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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JAYNE REARDON NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF COMMISSION
ON PROFESSIONALISM

The Illinois Supeme Court announced Wednesday the appointment of Jayne Reardon as
executive director of the Supreme Court Commission on Professionalism, a body established to
improve civility between and among lawyers, their clients and judges in Illinois.

Ms. Reardon, a University of Michigan Law School graduate who is an experienced
Illinois lawyer and licensed to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, has served as deputy
director of the Commission since 2006, shortly after it was established by the Supreme Court. 
During that time, she has been a key formulator of policy approved by the Commission and a
facilitator of quality continuing legal education in the area of professional responsibility. 

“I think I speak for all the commissioners when I say that we are absolutely delighted to
have Jayne Reardon as our executive director,” said Gordon B. Nash, a Chicago attorney who is
chairperson of the Commission. “She has demonstrated a commitment to our mission and
possesses the energy and vision that the job requires.”

According to its mission statement, the purpose behind the Supreme Court Commission
on Professionalism is “to promote a professional culture in which lawyers and judges embody
the ideals of our profession in service to their clients, to the administration of justice and to the
public good."

It is a broad and general mandate. It is intended to foster integrity, professionalism and
civility; a commitment to work toward eliminating bias and divisiveness within the legal and
judicial systems and to ensure that these systems provide equitable, effective and efficient
resolution of the problems and disputes of Illinois citizens. Illinois is one of only 14 states to
have a formal body working in this area. 

Supreme Court Justice Robert R. Thomas initiated the concept of the Commission to
improve professionalism among lawyers and judges, and the full Supreme Court established the
Commission in September 2005. When Justice Thomas recommended its formation, he
described its mission in a more secular way: help the profession return to the "days past when a
lawyer's handshake meant something and a lawyer's word was his bond;" rid the profession of
"activities that sometime degenerate into a Rambo-style, win-at-all cost attitude by attorneys." 
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Ms. Reardon succeeds Cheryl Niro, who served as the Commission’s first executive
director until her resignation to found a legal ethics consulting firm, Robinson Niro, P.C., with
Mary Robinson, former administrator of the Illinois Attorney Registration Disciplinary
Commission.

“I am honored that the Commissioners and the Court have placed their confidence in me
in making this appointment,” said Ms. Reardon. “I am looking forward to working with the
Commissioners to bring the goals of the Commission to fruition.”

 “The mission of our organization is to promote a more professional legal culture in our
state,” said Ms. Reardon. “This is a big mission, and one that must be met on an individual basis,
one lawyer and one judge at a time. That means we must work collaboratively to change the
legal culture. We need to inspire and motivate individuals to change their behavior.”

The Commission has begun to achieve its goal by sharing information and promoting
awareness of professionalism issues and helping to develop strategies with willing partners to
solve and avoid problems.

One of the Commission’s major initiatives was to work with legal stakeholders in the 17th

Judicial Circuit  to develop an “Aspirational Code of Conduct,” develop a lawyer mentoring
program and lay the foundation for lasting behavioral changes. The success in the 17th Circuit is
serving as a model for related efforts in the 3rd, 11th and 22nd Circuits.

The Commission works with Illinois law schools in the development and presentation of
professionalism programs for new law student orientation programs. It has arranged for Supreme
Court and Appellate Court justices to give remarks to these entering law students and has
enlisted practitioners to discuss professionalism issues with law students, encouraging  them to
begin their law career with an eye toward civility and professionalism. At these gatherings with
new students, the justices also administer a Pledge of Professionalism.

The Commission also promotes an awareness among lawyers of their professional
responsibility to provide services in the public interest without compensation, pro bono publico
services.

 At the request of Chief Justice Thomas Fitzgerald and the Supreme Court, the
Commission specifically has supported training for attorneys to assist, on a pro bono basis,
veterans and military personnel in obtaining their rightful benefits and legal protections.

One of the Commission’s major responsibilities is to oversee Continuing Legal
Education courses which are mandated for Illinois lawyers in the Professional Responsibility
area. Specifically, the 15-member Commission with its staff monitors, coordinates and reviews
Professional Responsibility CLE courses; approves and certifies the content of courses and
assists CLE providers with development of courses that are suitable for fulfilling the mandatory
CLE requirement.
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The Commission has achieved its goals with limited staff and budget. No taxpayer
dollars are involved. The Commission is funded by a small portion of the annual registration and
licensing fees paid by Illinois attorneys.

Ms. Reardon believes one of the challenges in building civility in the legal culture is to
remind lawyers—and the pubic—that lawyers have multiple roles and, hence, many
responsibilities and many opportunities for affecting people in and out of the profession.

“In addition to being an advocate on behalf of a client, the lawyer is an officer of the
court, counselor, negotiator and problem solver,” she said. “These roles characterize us as a
profession that serves not only our clients but, in a broader sense, the administration of justice
and the public good.  Through the Commission’s work, we call upon lawyers to bring their
leadership qualities to bear in these arenas and we are confident that the result is a more
rewarding professional life for those who are lawyers and judges and more access to our legal
system for the people of  Illinois.”

Before receiving her Juris Doctor from the University of Michigan Law School in 1983,  
Ms. Reardon earned her B.A. in Government and Urban Studies from the University of Notre
Dame.

She began her legal career with Wildman, Harrold, Allen & Dixon, where she was
involved in all aspects of commercial and tort litigation, including trial and major appellate
work.  She also served on the firm’s Recruiting Committee and Employee Assistance Advisory
Committee.

From 1990 to 1996, Ms. Reardon handled product liability, employment, commercial and
medical malpractice litigation matters at Kelley, Drye & Warren.

She was Review Board counsel at the Attorney Registration and Disciplinary
Commission from 1996 to 2006, when she joined the Commission on Professionalism.
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(FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: Joseph Tybor, press secretary to the

Illinois Supreme Court, at 312.793.2323)
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